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The Dialectic Relationship between Politics
and Religion in Syria

THAER ALHALLAK*
ORCID NO: 0009-0008-2206-8678

ABSTRACT: The fall of the Ottoman Caliphate was not an ordinary event, as it left
a profound impact on both the political and social spheres. It was followed by a series
of military coups that created an unstable environment, paving the way for the rise of
anti-religion political parties under the banners of nationalism and socialism. At the
same time, sectarianism gained prominence, leading to a cooperation between political
parties and the military. The Islamic movement remained marginal and sidelined, with
its limited presence in society and absence from the army reducing its influence and
diminishing its role in power. The Muslim Brotherhood was the only group that actively
participated in political life. The period before the Ba'ath coup is regarded as one of the
most fruitful periods in Syria's history. After the coup, the people's decisions became
subordinated to the party, which then became a cover for the sect, and the sect became
captive to Hafez al-Assad. This article explores, using a historical and descriptive ap-
proach, the period from the fall of the Caliphate to the fall of Assad, particularly the
relationship between religion and politics.
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